Foreword

During the Second World War, from the end of
December 1941 until August 1945, the Japanese
Imperial Army occupied Hong Kong. As an ally of
Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy, Japan attacked
British interests across Asia. They also dragged the
United States into the war by bombing Pearl Harbor
in Hawaii. Some countries, like Portugal (which
included Macau), were neutral. Citizens of these
countries were known as “Third Nationals”. They
were permitted to live freely in Hong Kong, whereas
the British and their allies were put into prison camps
in Stanley, Sham Shui Po and elsewhere. Whilst Japan
had invaded parts of mainland China, particularly
along the east coast and in Manchuria, the Chinese
inhabitants of Hong Kong were not imprisoned.

It was a confusing and difficult time. For ordinary
people, the main concern was just to survive and to
protect their families. Some decided to work for the
Japanese, even believing that they were liberating
Asia from “White Imperialism”. George Wong, who
worked in a garage on Nathan Road, was one of
these people. Others, including some of Wong’s
friends, decided to work undercover for the British,
because they were allied with Nationalist China. As
the war continued, life got harder and harder for
ordinary citizens, mainly because there was not
enough to eat. Also, the Japanese became more
brutal in their attempts to keep control and in their
constant search for spies. Then in August 1945, the
United States dropped atomic bombs on Hiroshima
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and Nagasaki, bringing the long war to a sudden end.
The Japanese surrendered unconditionally, just as
the Germans had done the previous May.

After some complicated negotiations and many
disagreements, the British navy sailed into Hong
Kong at the end of August 1945. At first, there was
chaos, with shortages of food and other essential
supplies, but gradually life improved as the British
re-established order. Then in February 1946, there
began a series of treason trials of people accused
of collaborating with the Japanese and, in particular,
of being involved in the arrest, torture and murder
of ordinary Hongkongers. George Wong’s case was

the first to be tried in front of a military court. More
than 30 people gave evidence against him. He was
inevitably found guilty and hanged on 10th July
1946.

But was his trial fair and was the sentence just? The
following play leaves you the audience to decide.
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