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Essays

Finally We Come To The Page Of

‘Classical Music Yearbook’ e chow ran-u

Hong Kong Classical Music Yearbook was born much later than yearbooks of

dance, drama, Xiqu, etc. due to special reasons. It was not only due to now

varying scales of venues, both in quantity and quality, which is very different from

the singularity in 1978...

In 1814, the 19th year of the Jiaging reign, British merchant
vessels broke into Humen Port, Sir George Staunton illegally
stayed in Macau, and the British army invaded the Dutch
colonies in the East Indies. They had their eyes on the
Chinese coasts and started collecting information in the
waters of Hong Kong. 27 years later in 1841, the British
army arrived in Hong Kong and forced the Qing government
to sign the Treaty of Nanking which authorised the cession of
Hong Kong to British reign. It revealed a historic new page

of the fishing village of Hong Kong.

A Page From A Century Ago

In 1914, the 3rd year after the establishment of the Republic
of China after the Xinhai revolution, the population of
Hong Kong broke previous records of half a million. Under

British administration, Hong Kong had seen the publishing

of the South China Morning Post (1903), the establishment
of the University of Hong Kong (1910), the Kowloon-
Canton Railway (1911), and The Hong Kong Football
Association Limited (1914). Concerts hosted by schools and
churches became the major musical activities for the British
living in Hong Kong and some Westernised Chinese people.
The old City Hall (built in 1869, demolished in 1947, and
now the HSBC building in Central) was still the central
hub for hosting concerts, mostly of serious and doctrinal
Western music with a major audience of Westerners.
Cultural activities in Hong Kong were no longer dominated
by Cantonese operas or Chinese operas held on temporary
bamboo stages and performed to praise the charitable and
pious deeds of deities. It then included Western theatre and

music performances.

The Madrigal Society (earliest record found in 1843),



